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Environmental Education Specialist 
Max Planck Institute 
Germany 

Dr. Soubadra Devy, Research Associate (non-voting) 
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Dr. Alemayehu Wassie Eshete, Research Associate (non-voting) 
Foresty Department 
Addis Abba Ethiopia 

H. Bruce Rinker, Ph.D., Research Associate (non-voting) 
Env. Lands Division Administrator 
Brooker Creek Preserve 
Tarpon Springs FL 34688 

Margaret Lowman, Ph.D., Executive Director 
Director of Environmental Initiatives 
Professor of Biology and Environmental Studies 
New College of Florida 
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Student Interns for 2008 (Center for Canopy Ecology) 
Charissa Jones Guillermo Sanchez 
Rachel Renne David Mitre 
Erik Wallimaa Christine Rohal 
Ravi Bannerjee Marcos Oversluijz Vasquez 
Jessica Wheeler Ricardo Renfigo 
Pamela Montero Alverez Zachary Evers 
Hannah Wilkins Forest Hayes 



TREE Foundation Hi~hlights for 2008: 

1. Interns from developing countries - We were happy to sponsor two interns who 
came to Florida to train in canopy ecology and environmental education. Ricardo 
Renfigo, a well-known guide in remote jungles of the Amazon basin, brought a 
wealth of cultural knowledge to schools in Southwest Florida, and also undertook 
conservation training in USA. (Of note, this was his first trip ever outside of his 
forest-land!) Dr. Alemayehu Wassie Eshete, from Ethiopia, was a visiting 
scientist at New College of Florida, and will work with TREE Foundation on a 
forest conservation project in his homeland of Ethiopia. Two applications are 
approved for the upcoming year: Willie Flores from the Amazon; and Drs. 
Soubadra Devy and T. Ganesh, canopy researchers from the Tiger Reserves of 
The Western Ghats biodiversity hotspot in India. 

2. Treehouse signature project - We are thrilled to announce the successful 
completion of architectural plans for a children's tree house at Oscar Sherer State 
Park. Our dedicated committee chaired by Carolyn Johnson, Susanne Rodriguez, 
and Laura Peters will soon be launching an official fund-raising campaign. This 
project represents a second flag-ship project for TREE, following in the footsteps 
of our successful canopy walkway at Myalcka River State Park. We will officially 
designate 2009 as "year of the treehouse." 

3. Linking families to nature - The canopy walkway at Myakka River State Park 
continues to generate a large visitorship for the state park. To this end, an 
additional 50,000 brochures were printed for distribution this year! And TREE is 
happy to announce the sponsorship of local third and fifth grade science classes 
who are monitoring the health of bromeliads (air plants) from the walkway. 
Check out their progress on our website: www.treefoundation.org 

4. Think local, act global - With seed funding from Triad Foundation, we launched 
an effort to promote canopy ecology in developing countries where forest canopy 
conservation is greatly needed. To this end, TREE has proposed a partnership 
with National Geographic for a forest conservation project in conjunction with 
Ethiopian foresters (see attached). TREE has also provided ropes and canopy 
textbooks to biologists working in the Western Ghats Tiger Reserves of India, 
another global "hot-spot" for conservation that desperately needs conservation 
expertise. For very small contributions, our efforts go a long way! TREE is a 
proud co-sponsor of the 5th International Canopy Conference, scheduled in 
Bangalore India during October 2009. 

5. "No Child Left Indoors" - TREE continues to fund local environmental outreach 
in southwest Florida. Last year, approximately 35 New College students 
conducted hundreds of hours of education volunteerism, teaching elementary and 
middle school ecology classes. Posters, hand-outs in English and Spanish, and 
hands-on activities were created. This year, TREE hosted its first high school 
student, Hannah Wilkins, interning in canopy ecology and education outreach. 



Approximately six forest walks for the public were hosted by TREE volunteers. 
At a national level, TREE's initial "no child left indoors" campaign moved from 
city to county to statewide, with recent Congressional funding allocated to "no 
child left inside" as an official environmental education legislative allocation. 
Although other states weighed in on this effort, TREE was one of the initial 
proponents of this educational achievement. 

6. Out-on-a-Limb Canopy Exhibit - Our canopy ecology exhibit, partially funded by 
National Science Foundation, circulated to over 100,000 citizens and visitors to 
southwest Florida, including displays at GWIZ Science Museum, the Arts 
Festival, the Reading Festival in Sarasota County, and several schools. 

7. Website - Our web site has been expanded and now receives local, national and 
global readership - approximately 25,000 people per month log in for updates on 
canopy ecology, forest conservation and environmental education. Check it out on 
www.treefoundation.org. Our sister sites, www.outonalimb-forestcano~ies.com 
and www.canopymea.com collectively total almost 100,000 hits per month. 

8. Canopy Ecology Undergraduate Research - TREE continues to sponsor 
undergraduate student research including: a. ethnobotany in the Amazon basin, 
co-funding 4 students on an expedition with New College to study rain forest 
canopies in Peru and create a medicinal plant brochure to promote ecotourism and 
economic benefits for local villagers in the Amazon ); b. presentations by 3 
students at the national meetings of the Ecological Society of America in 
Milwaukee WI; b. student presentations at The Explorers Club in New York 
City; c. production of a bird guide to the Myakka River State Park by students; 4. 
student participation at the invasive reptile workshop at New College of Florida. 
(Because new invasions of Burmese pythons and iguanas threaten the forest (and 
coastal) ecosystems of Florida, TREE participated in publicity of this issue at the 
county level. Early management and control of invasives is scientifically proven 
to save both time and funds.) Fifteen students met professional herpetologists, 
attended lectures on the best management practices for reptile control, and 
participated in field trips to capture invasive species. 

9. Canopy education for diverse audiences - TREE distributed 250 canopy books to 
minority science students at the Diversity Lunch of the Ecological Society of 
America's annual meeting, at the annual SEEDS conference, and also to science 
students in the Amazon. This effort hopes to inspire the next generation of canopy 
ecologists. 

10. TREE's executive director spoke about canopy ecology and forest conservation to 
more than 15 universities and institutions. She also received a Fulbright Specialist 
ranking, to work with developing countries on canopy issues and science 
education outreach. 



1 1. Canopy walkway fund-raising planks - We continue to offer a special plaque at 
the canopy walkway for donors who support our research and education 
programs. Donors contributing $1,000 - $19,999 receive a recognition plaque on 
an upright, contributions of $100 - $999 receive an inscription on a canopy board, 
and donors > $20,000 receive a bronze placque in the walkway entrance. 

TREE Foundation is approaching its tenth anniversary, and we thank everyone for 
your continued support. Despite the existence of over 2,000 non-profit organizations 
in southwest Florida, there are only three even remotely involved in terrestrial 
conservation. Despite the extraordinary abundance of non-profits supporting social 
services, especially health, most people overlook the direct link between a healthy 
environmental and a healthy human population. TREE Foundation fulfills that niche 
in southwest Florida and beyond. Not surprisingly, there are no other foundations in 
southwest Florida dedicated to conservation and health of our forests, the tree 
canopies and associated environmental education outreach - so thank you for 
supporting this legacy to the next generation. 



LOCAL TREE Initiatives 
> Printed 50,000 new canopy brochures for Myakka canopy walkway 
> Created and printed bird identification guide for Myakka watershed 
> Produced middle school curricula guide for use by student volunteers 
> Out-on-a-Limb exhibit viewed by > 100,000 citizens 
> Funded 8 New College students for canopy research 
> >25 environmental education talks in schools by TREE volunteers 
> Architectural renderings and site selection for TREEhouse completed 
> Assisted with management plan for invasive reptiles in Florida forests 
> Sponsored the Fedder environmental lecture series at New College 

NATIONAL TREE Initiatives 
> Supported "no child left indoors" from local to national legislation 
> Hosted 4 students to attend Ecological Society of America meetings 
> Co-sponsored 2 students for attendance at Explorers Club meetings 
> Distributed 200 canopy books to native-American, Latino and Afro- 

American science students 
> Executive Director to serve Fulbright as canopy specialist 

INTERNATIONAL TREE Initiatives 
> Sponsored two interns from the Amazon to train in conservation and 

canopy ecology 
> Started canopy conservation project in the tiger reserve of the Western 

Ghats, India - one of the world's biodiversity hotspots where canopy 
research is considered a global priority 

> Co-sponsor of the 5th International Canopy Conference scheduled for 
Bangalore, India in October 2009 

> Co-sponsor with National Geographic of conservation project in Ethiopia, 
to help save the biodiversity in remaining church forests 

> Amazon expedition for college undergraduates to Amazon Center for 
Tropical Studies, Peru 

> Established sister relationship with Tropical Forest Development and 
Conservancy SAC in Peru, to offer assistance with their proposed canopy 
walkway construction 

> Distributed canopy books to > 40 science students in the Amazon, and 
four field stations 

> Advised two prior TREE interns with graduate school admissions, Pamela 
Montero from Peru, and Guillermo Sanchez from Panama 

> Assisted the Western Ghats in India with establishment of canopy ecology 
programs in this endangered habitat 

> Hosted forest scientist from Ethiopia to establish US conservation base 
> Web site used by 243,243 users from January-October 2008, and includes 

both Spanish and English activities 




